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84TH CONGRESS i SENATE REPORT 
2d Session 


No. 2767 


REAPPOINTMENT OF ARTHUR H. COMPTON TO THE 
BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITU- 
TION 


Juty 23 (legislative day, Juty 16), 1956.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. J. Res. 180) 


The Committee on Rules and Administration, to whom was referred 
the joint resolution (S. J. Res. 180) to provide for the reappointment 
of Arthur H. Compton as Citizen Regent of the Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution, having considered same, report favorably 
thereon without amendment and recommend that the joint resolution 
be agreed to by the Senate. 

Title 20, section 42, United States Code, provides as follows: 


The business of the institution shall be conducted at the 
city of Washington by a Board of Regents, named the 
“Regents of the Smithsonian Institution,” to be composed 
of the Vice President, the Chief Justice of the United States, 
and three members of the Senate and three members of the 
House of Representatives; together with six other persons, 
other than Members of Congress, two of whom shall be 
resident in the city of Washington; and the other four 
shall be inhabitants of some State, but no two of them of 
the same State. * * * 


A letter to Senator Theodore Francis Green, chairman of the 
Committee on Rules and Administration, from the secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution, urging the reappointment of Arthur H. 
Compton pursuant to the provisions of the above section, with an 
accompanying statement, is as follows: 
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2 REAPPOINTMENT OF ARTHUR H. COMPTON 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 
Washington, D. C., June 20, 1956. 
Hon. Taropore Francis GREEN, 
Chairman, Committee on Rules and Administration, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Green: Thank you very much indeed for your 
letter of June 14 that has just been forwarded to me. I was glad to 
see the enclosure of the Senate Joint Resolution 180, introduced by 
Mr. Anderson, to provide for the reappointment of Dr. Arthur H. 
Compton as Citizen Regent of the Board of Regents of the Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

Dr. Arthur H. Compton is one of America’s very distinguished 
educators and physicists. His original date of appointment was 
June 20, 1938, and he has served continuously since then. He has 
given very generously of his time in performing his duties as a Regent 
of the Smithsonian Institution. Dr. Compton is a Nobel Prize winner 
and in many other ways brings distinction to the Institution through 
his membership on the Board of Regents. 

As you request, I am enclosing a statement in regard to Dr. 
Compton’s background. 

I am sure that all the Regents and the staff of the Smithsonian 
Institution most urgently hope that Dr. Compton may be reappointed 
as a Citizen Regent of the Institution. 

Sincerely yours, 
LEONARD CARMICHAEL, Secretary. 


BACKGROUND STATEMENT CONCERNING DR. ARTHUR H. COMPTON 


(Prepared in connection with joint resolution to provide for his reappointment 
as a Citizen Regent of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution) 


Dr. Arthur H. Compton is a resident of St. Louis, Mo. He was born 
at Wooster, Ohio, September 10, 1892, graduated at the College of 
Wooster, and holds M. A. and Ph. D. degrees from Princeton Uni- 
versity. He holds honorary degrees from some 20 United States and 
foreign education institutions including Harvard University, Oxford, 
and the University of Chicago. M ; 

After several fellowships and an instructorship in physics, Dr. 
Compton served from 1920 to 1923 as professor of physics and head 
of the department at Washington University, St. Louis. From 1923 
to 1929 he was professor of physics at the University of Chicago. He 
then held the following posts: Charles H. Swift Distinguished Service 
Professor, 1929-45; chairman, department of physics, and dean, divi- 
sion physical sciences, 1940-45; director of metallurgy, aromic project, 
1942-45. ey E 

In 1945 Dr. Compton became the chancellor of Washington Uni- 
versity. He held this office until 1953, and is now distinguished 
service professor, natural philosophy. 

Dr. Compton is a member of many and past officer of several 
professional, scientific, and philosophical societies, United States and 
foreign, also academies and national societies. He directed work 
resulting in first atomic chain reaction. f s 

Honors and awards: 1927 Nobel Prize; 1937 American Trade 
Association Executives Medal; 1940 Franklin Medal, Franklin In- 
stitute; others from organizations and governments. 
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REAPPOINTMENT OF ARTHUR H. COMPTON 3 


Outstanding publications: (Monograph) Secondary Radiations 
Produced by cae, 1922; X-rays and electrons, 1926; the Freedom 
of Man, 1935; X-rays in Theory and Experiment (with S. K. Allison) 
1935; Religion of a Scientist, 1935; Human Meaning of Science, 1940; 
co-author: On Going to College, 1949. 


O 


